Michael Mandelbaum is the Christian A. Herter Professor Emeritus of American Foreign
Policy and former director of the American Foreign Policy program at the Johns Hopkins
University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). He is a preeminent scholarin
international relations, recognized by Foreign Policy magazine as one of the top 100 Global

Thinkers for his work on American hegemony.

His academic and professional background includes:

Education: He holds a BA in history from Yale University and King's College,
Cambridge (where he was a Marshall Scholar), and a PhD in political science from
Harvard University.

Career: Before joining Johns Hopkins in 1990, Mandelbaum taught at Harvard
University, Columbia University, and the U.S. Naval Academy. He served as a Senior
Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations (1986-2003) and worked on security
issues at the U.S. Department of State (1982-1983).

Publications: He is the author or co-author of 16 books and editor of 12 more,
including The Nuclear Question (1979), The Frugal Superpower (2010), That Used to
Be Us (2011, with Thomas L. Friedman), and The Four Ages of American Foreign
Policy (2025).

Media Presence: For over two decades, he wrote a regular foreign affairs column

for Newsday and has contributed op-eds to The New York Times, The Washington
Post, and The Wall Street Journal, while frequently appearing on television programs
like PBS NewsHour and The Daily Show.

Mandelbaum currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy and has lectured globally for the United States Information Agency to
explain American foreign policy to diverse audiences. His recent works, such as Mission
Failure (2016) and The Rise and Fall of Peace on Earth (2019), continue to analyze the
evolution of global security and American power.



